GAY LIBERATION AND SOCIALISM:

Documents From the Discussions on Gay
Liberation Inside the Bocialist Workers

Party (1970-1973)

Selected, Introduced, and With Commentary
by David Thorssad




INTRODUCTION

This booklet contains close to 40 documents from internal dis-
sions on gay liberation within the Socialist Workers Party (SWP)
m 1970 to 1973. These documents have never before been published,
ept for strictly internal SWP use. A total of 104 documents was
blished during three periods of three months each: the pre-con-
tion discussion of 1971 (Vol. 29; 14 documents); the special
erary discussion on gay liberation in 1972 (Vol. 30; 56 documents);
d the pre-convention discussion of 1973 (Vol. 31; 34 documents).

e documents presented here represent a selection of both the best

d the worst of these discussions. I have had to make a selection
rimarily because of financial considerations: I simply could not
fford to publish them all. Many useful or revealing documents have
nad to be left out. Nevertheless, I have included all major docu-
ments, and a number of others in order to provide an accurate overview
of what 1s to my knowledge the only thorough discussion of this
guestion to date in any left-wing organization anywhere in the world.

In addition, I am including in this collection a few other items
of interest, such as the analysis of the discussions that I wrote for
the Gay Liberator (Dec. 1974-Jan. 1975); in some ways, this article
serves as an in-depth introduction to this collection, and I suggest
that 1t be read before a Journey through the remainder of the docu-
ments is undertaken.

Where possible, I have obtained permission to reprint. Many of
the authors are still members or leaders of the SWP, and their per-
mission could not be obtained by someone who is now outside the partye
I have not let this deter me, however, for I regard these documents
as being of considerable value to the gay liberation movement. In
view of the SWP's own failure to make them available to interested
persons, I see no alternative but to publish them at my own expense.
I have published 100 copies. The sale price of this booklet barely
COVers my expensese

This collection 1s deslgned to accomplish two things. First, to
provide a "feel" for the evolution of the discussions as the party
moved from its 1lifting of the ban on membership of homosexuals in
1970, through its initial efforts to relate somewhat positively to
the theoretical and practical challenges raised by the gay libera-
tion movement, to its gradual solidifying of a position on the ques-
tion and 1ts adoption of its present stance at the convention in
August 1973. Second, and most important, to further discussion of
crucial theoretical and strategical issues within the gay liberation
movement.

I have decided to make these documents avallable for three
reasons. First, the liberal-reformist wing of the gay movement is
still the dominant force within it. Yet this wing has contributed
nothing whatever to increasing a theoretical understanding of gay
oppression and liberation, let alone explaining why the struggle for
gay liberation can only be achleved through the destruction of
capitalism and its replacement with a truly human society that only
socialism can bring about. Second, socialist-minded gays are now
seriously trylng to grapple with these questions, not only in the
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